Y cehawse Ha oua JoBaHa Majenpgopda

Benukn ncanmonojau u uap [laBug nocraema npeA Nocnoga nutarse koje OAjjeKyje Kpo3 BekoBe
CB€ A0 Hawwx Aaxa: lTa je yosek Aa ra ce cehaw?” (Mc. 8,4). Cpncku kHes-enuckon u NEeCHUK
LipHe Tope, Metap Metposuh Il Hberows, OAroBapa Ha UCTO NUTame U OBEKOBeuyje ra y cBojoj
enckoj noemun u3 1847. roauue, KacHuje npenosHaroj kao HauMoHanHa Apama — lopcku sujeHauy;
,bnaro oHom ko AOBUjeKa XMUBKM, UMao ce paiTta n poautu!* OgHocHo: Bnaxex je oHaj Koju xuBu
AoBeka, jep je umao pasnora ga ce poan.OBe peun Ham npyxajy ay6ok nosop u OKBUp 3a
pasymeBatbe cBevaHe npocnase cehatba kojom obenexasamo CToroguLknLy  pohera

-{OBEK TakBe NMYHOCTY, KPO3 BENUYMHY CBOT JKUBOTA W Hacneha, sancra xuBu foBeka u 3ancTa
je wmao pasnora ga ce poaun. 3a TakBe NMUYHOCTW MU y MpasocnasHoj Lipkeu neramo: Beunaja
namjam.

Jenan op  werosux Hajbrkux caBpemennka u CapajHuka, W3Y3eTHO XapuamaTuyHm
fipoTonpessutep AnekcaHgap WmemaH, 6uBwY aekan u npodgecop Borocnosuje Caetor
Bnagumupa — u, ako cmem Aa Aodam, Moj AyxoBHWK — oLa JoBaHa je bpurbaHTHO onucao seh
CamnM HacnoBoM cBoje KbUre o temy: Kusom epedaH xuerbersa. Otay Anekcangap je
jeaHom 3anucao: ,Caaku IbYACKKM cycper, 6e3 o63upa Ha To Konmko je myr unu kparak, ocraprba

CBOJ HEM3GPUCIB Tpar Ha AyLum Yoseka, KOjW OH HOCK ca coBoM y BeuHocT.“CTora ce Moxe pehu
Aa je HajTpajHuj1 Aap Koju jenaH MPOCBETHM pajiHUK MOXe fa NoHyau YYEHWKY — gap camora

HEroBo  un3ysetHo 6Gorato NCTOPUJCKO, NaTPUCTUYKO K €KIMCMOMOLLKO  CBEOOYaHCTBO O
NpaBocnasrby. 3avcra, npoceeTuTem par excellence.

CsecHo ocehajyhu CONCTBEHY OrpaHW4eHOCT fa NpeacTaBuM MMUCao koja 61 6una cpasmepHa
NM4HOCTV 1 BenuYMHM oua JosaHa MajeHgopda, Monum ga oBo KpaTtko usnarawe 6yne
cxsaheHo kao yBoa y aBa gawa nocseheHa H-eroom cehaty, y lMpaBocnasHoj Borocrnosckoj



Mpodecop MajeHnopd ogurpao je krbyuHy ynory Yy OHOME WTO je nocrano nosHaTo Kao
HEONAaTPUCTUYKKN MOKPeT, Koju je oTay leopruje ®roposcku opmynucao kao HeonaTpucTuyky
CUHTe3y. 3axBarbyjyhu Tome, Borocnosuja Ceeror Bnagumupa saysena je npecyaHo mecTo y
Byhetsy u OXMBIbaBakby NpaBocnaBHOr 60rocossba, Hapo4nTo Ha 3anaay. 3a MHore of Hac To
je 6uno uaysetHo nnogHo pasfobree, y kojem cMo Mormu HAa npoyyaBamo npaBocnaerbe
Bpahajyhun ce nssopuma — Y YHetby, YMETHOCTM W NUTYprujckom XnBoTy Llpkse. Akagemcka,
YMETHU4Ka 1 nutyprujcka Bparta koja cy ayro 6una 3aTBOpeHa, cafja cy ce oTBopuna ka
BENM4aHCTBEHOM HoBOM Nponehy.

Osaj npenopop ocnoboano je NpaBoCNaBHy MWcao of oHora LITO je ®noposckn Hassao
»3aNaAHNM PONCTBOM UCTOYHOT yMa“. Bule Hucmo 6umm Taouu norneaa nonyt oHor Egsappaa
'MGoHa, koju je y neny Onadame u nad Pumckoe yapcmea BusanTujy nexopatusHo onucueao
kao ,Tpujymd BapsapcTBa K XpuwhaHctea“. Hacynpot Tome, BusaHTuja Hukaga Huje
fosHaBana mMpayHu Bek, Beh je, kpos “cTopujy, npenasuna u3 jedHor anaTHor Aoba y apyro.
YnpaBo TakaB ocrnobahajyhu edcekar umana cy MajeHgopcosa pgena Busanmujcko
6ozocnosrse:  ucmopujcku  mokosu  u dozmamcke meme n Busanmujcko Hacnehe y
lpasocnasHoj upkeu.H>eroso Borocnoscko genosare 6o je ny6oko ykoperseHo Yy pycko-
MAapuckom uHTenekTyanHom Hacnehy u yTvuajy lMNpaBocnasHor Gorocrnosckor WHCcTUTYTa CBETOr
Cepruja y Mapusy. Y tom KOHTEKCTY, eBxapucTujcka eknucuonoruja — 4uje je KopeHe noctasuo
Hukonaj Adpanacje — Aobuja cBoje 3peno YTULAjHO wn3paxkaBarbe Kog MajeHpopda,
®Pnoposckor u Llmemana. Kao CBELUTeHWK n npodhecop, otay JosaH je jacHo u y6egrsmeo
apTUKynncao CBETOTajuHCKy npuposy Lipkse, wro je Hapouuto BUATBUBO Y H-EroBOj KHsU3W
bpak: npasocnasera nepcnexkmusa.

HE NOMEeHYTH TpajHn yTuuaj oua JosaHa Ha caspemero NPaBOCNaBHO pa3dymMeBaHe [yXOBHOCTY.
Hberoso oxuBrbasarse yyera Ceetor Ipuropuja MNaname n CeeTor Cumeora Hosor borocnosa
MOHOBO je y cpeAulITe NpaBocnaBHe CBECTY riocTasuno etoc [lNpeobpaxera U HeTBapHe

Lunpe, XpuwhaHcke aHTporonoruje 1 Teonoruje NenoTe — oHora WTo je OocTojescku HacnyTuo
pednma: Jlenorta he cnacuTu ceet”,

Cabpanun cmo ce, gakne, ga 6ucmo Ha OBOj CTOrofMWHbULM ofanm noyact npoTonpessnTepy
JosaHy MajeHgopdy — TEONOry, Hay4HUKy 1 nacTupy, Yujun je XMBOT OCTaBUO HeunsbpucwBs Tpar y
LipkBu 1 akagemckom cBety. hberoBo Hacnehe xwsu KPO3 H-eroBa fena, Kpos Herose yyeHuke u
KPO3 XuBoTe 6e36pojHux rbyan Koje je notakao. Heka Hac ceharbe Ha bera n naroe noacrtude
Aa TPAXNMO UCTUHY, Aa XMBUMO Iby6aB 1 aa BEPHO cneanmo nyT XpucTos.

Enunckon Npunej (Oo6pujesuh)
MpaBocnasHa 6orocrnoscka cemvHapuja Ceetor Bnagumupa -
JoHkepc, Hbyjopk 6. thebpyap 2026.roauHe



Memorial Tribute to Father John Meyendorff

The great Psalmist, King David, poses a question of old before the Lord, which reverberates
throughout the ages to our very day: “What is man that You are mindful of him?” (Ps. 8:4).

The Serbian Prince-Bishop and Poet of Montenegro, Petar Petrovich II Njegosh responds,
and in turn immortalizes the same in his 1847 epic poem, come national drama, The Mountain
Wreath: ,,Bnaro oHom ko AOBMjeKa X1BU, UMao ce pawTa u poauTtu!“ — “Blessed is he
who lives forever, for he had reason to be born!” Indeed, this give us cause and
comprehension for this solemn memorial celebration, honoring the Centennial of the birth of
one, John Meyendorff, born in Paris, France on February 17, 1926. For such a person,
through the magnitude of his life and legacy, truly, lives forever and had reason to be born. For
such it is that we in Orthodoxy sing, as we did this very evening: Memory Eternall

Following suit, the exceedingly charismatic Alexander Schmemann, former dean and
professor of St. Viadimir’s Seminary (my confessor, if | may dare add) — whom Fr John, so
brilliantly eulogized, summarizing Fr Alexander’s life and legacy, even by title alone, “A Life
Worth Living” — once stated: “Every human encounter, regardless of how long or brief,
leaves its indelible mark on a person’s soul, which they bear with them into eternity.”

Thereby, the most enduring gift an educator can offer a student is that of self, freely given
through their life, lectures, mentorship and profound writings. This unique gift of an indelible
seal, that of interpersonal relations and self-offering, is one that Fr. John Meyendorff so
readily bestowed upon all from the rich font of his life in Christ. Such was the inspired insight
of this erudite scholar that embraced the vast expanse of his profound historic, patristic and
ecclesiological witness to Orthodoxy. Indeed, an educator par excellence!

Sensing my own inadequacy to present a reflection, that is far less than all-embracing on the
person and magnitude of John Meyendorff, kindly allow this brief, introductory presentation to
serve as precisely that, an entrée to these two days, which have been set aside at St.
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary and Fordham University in remembrance of a
truly Renaissance individual and, as noted, one of the most influential Orthodox
theologians of the twentieth century. | dare present from personal knowledge garnered and
remembrance of him as one of his students, under whose guidance as a second reader,
together with my mentor, Dr Veselin Kesich, | wrote my Master of Divinity Thesis, BISHOP
NICHOLAI VELIMIROVICH: ASPECTS OF HIS 1921 MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES IN AMERICA
(1982).

Fr. John’s classes were awe inspiring in a most unique way, as they were quite exhilarating,
replete with a vast array of intense knowledge, presenting both the broad spectrum and
zeroing in at times on pertinent, telling detail. Scholar that he was, with exceedingly
profound knowledge and one would dare say near first-hand experience of the historic
persons of whom he spoke, or events on which he lectured. For he presented with such
piercing perception as though he had come to know the person of whom he spoke, or was
physically located at a particular historic event, for he casually and with such ease, seemingly
reminisced as mere matter of fact, with fascinating insight. Often it had the guise of being as
though he had walked away from a raging medieval battle, dining with a Byzantine
emperor, or discussing a particular topic with a lucid church father.



Subsequently, | was much pleased to have discovered, reminiscent of Fr. John’s particular
lecturing style expressed in terms of sharp observations and vivid details, with a similar
personal note of casually presented depth of knowledge, in the narrative historic writings of
Byzantinist, John Julius Lord Norwich, aptly described by Peter Levi in The Independent as
“brilliant but not superficial, unflaggingly entertaining...”

Professor Meyendorff, played a critical role in what has come to be known as the Neo-Patristic
Movement, championed by Fr Georges Florovsky as the Neo-Patristic Synthesis. Gratefully,
this has earned St. Vladimir’s Seminary a critical and crucial role in the awakening and revival
of Orthodoxy, particularly in the West. For many of us, it was indeed an exceedingly grateful
epoch in which to have studied Orthodoxy literally regaining self in everything from
teachings to ecclesiastical arts and liturgy notwithstanding. Doors and windows that had
been academically, artistically and liturgically shuttered were now open to a magnificent
new spring. For a new day had dawned in a revival which shattered the shackles of what
Florovsky termed, “the Western Captivity of the Eastern Mind”, as it were, repartee during
my tenure at St. Vladimir's Seminary.

As Robert Browning notes in his introduction to The Byzantine Empire, no longer were the
likes of Edward Gibbon in his book Decline and Fall (1776), to dismiss, in the pejorative,
the rich thousand-year history of Byzantium, “as the triumph of barbarism and Christianity”.
However, unlike the West, Byzantium never succumbed to the Dark Ages, rather morphing from
one Golden Era to another. Such was the liberating effect of Meyendorff's publications
Byzantine Theology: Historical Trends and Doctrinal Themes and The Byzantine Legacy
in the Orthodox Church. While ongoing titles, such as The Orthodox Church, did not shy
away from reviving the image of Orthodoxy following the fall of Communism and the new
opportunities it presented to the witness of the Orthodox Churches of Eastern Europe to the
West and before the world.

In great part, this pioneering work of Protopresbyter John Meyendorff, was due to his
admirable Russo-Parisian inheritance, wherein his understanding of ecclesiology was an
integral part of the neo-patristic revival, a clear wellspring of St. Sergius Orthodox
Theological Institute, come the oldest institution of Orthodox theology in Western Europe
(1925). This pioneering ecclesiology, indeed, eucharistic ecclesiology is considered by
Orthodox Scholars the likes of Aristotle Papanikolaou in The Mystical as Political:
Democracy and Non-Radical Orthodoxy (p. 60), to have first emerged with Nicholas
Afanasiev. The influence of which was evidenced in writings of his successors, profound
Orthodox intellectuals, religious philosophers and theologians the likes of Florovsky,
Schmemann and Meyendorff among others, constituting in great part the indisputable
inheritance of St. Vladimir’s Seminary.

As priest and professor, John Meyendorff, clearly articulated the integral nature of the
sacramental life of the Church through the now influential perspective of eucharistic
ecclesiology, which imbues the entirety of the Orthodox ecclesiastical corpus, as is
exemplified in his book, Marriage: An Orthodox Perspective. Here, we are able to witness, as
with the teachings of Alexander Schmemann on liturgy and baptism, how Fr. John
reintroduces the concept of liturgical marriage: “In the Liturgy, the Church, being concretely
a gathering of people, ceases to be a human organization and becomes truly the ‘Church of
God.’ Then Christ Himself leads the assembly, and the assembly is transformed into His Body.
Then all partitions between concrete historical happenings and eternity are broken. Now, the



Church teaches us that marriage is a sacrament inasmuch as it happens in the framework
of the Eucharistic Divine Liturgy” (Marriage, pp. 10-11). Truly, an ongoing lesson for today.

Finally, I would be entirely remiss if | did not delve into Fr. John’s ongoing and positive
influence on our contemporary Orthodox understanding of spirituality. Through his revival
of the teachings and person of St. Gregory Palamas, 14" century Archbishop of Thessaloniki,
which bears with it as prelude, the theological poetic genius of St. Symeon the New
Theologian, imbued with the Light of Christ, which illumines all. With this, the ethos of
Transfiguration resumes its proper and just place as the very essence of, among all else,
iconography and architecture — the visible hallmarks of Orthodoxy. In turn, this led to the
newest among Orthodox academic disciplines, the Theology and Ethics of Beauty,
sparked by Dostoyevsky in his famous, albeit enigmatic quote: “Beauty will save the world”
(1868, The Idiot, part 3, chapter 5), as well as Christian Anthropology.

In conclusion, we have gathered at this Centennial Commemoration to honor and remember
Protopresbyter John Meyendorff, a revered theologian, scholar, and priest whose profound
contributions have left their indelible mark on the Orthodox Christian faith and academia.
Born in 1926, he dedicated his life to the pursuit of knowledge and the deepening of faith,
embodying the spirit of a true servant of God.

A distinguished professor and dean of St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary, Fr.
John was instrumental in bridging the wealth of multifaceted Byzantine theology with
contemporary issues facing the Church and society. His scholarly works have shaped our
understanding of Orthodox theology and its application in today’s complex world.

He was not just a theologian; he was also a pastor, known for his warmth, wisdom, and
unwavering commitment to the spiritual care of his community. His ability to communicate
complex theological ideas with clarity and compassion will continue to inspire countless
scholars, students and laypersons alike. He believed in the power of dialogue and worked
tirelessly to foster relationships that enriched Orthodox Christian witness in a diverse
society, evidenced now at both St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary and the
Orthodox Christian Studies Center at Fordham University.

As we remember Fr. John Meyendorff, we celebrate a life devoted to Christ, education, and
the Church. His legacy lives on through his writings, his students, and the countless lives
he touched and will touch. May his memory continue to inspire us to seek truth, pursue love,
and follow the path of Christ.

Bishop Irinej Dobrijevic

St. Vladimir Orthodox Theological Seminary
Yonkers, NY

February 6, 2026
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