
Y ceharbe Ha oqa JoeaHa Majengopsa
Benuxr ncanuonoiaq I Llap laarag nocraBrba npeA l-ocnoga nilra]be xoje o4jexyje Kpos BeKoBecBe Ao HatrJfix AaHa: ,,uTa je voeex Aa ra ce .uhu,rr?,, tn".T,+1. cpncxr rHes_enilcxon h necHilKL{pne l-ope' l-1erap- llerpoarah rr rlJor, oAroBapa Ha ilcro nilrabe h oBeKoBeqyje ra y caojojencroj noeMu ,t 1!:al,:,r21!.1_1,1acHrale npenosHaroj *uo ,uqror;;;, d;;:-ioprnu eujena4:"Enaro oHOM KO AOAUjexa >+<tABtA, hMao ce paura v1 po/Inru!" o4HOCXO: 6naxeH je onaj xoju xuau.qoBeKa, jep je hMao pasnora Aa ce poA,.oee p'*,,.ri ,u, npyxajy Ry60x noBo,q r oKBr4p 3apasyMeBa*e cBeqaHe npocnaBe cehan a -"1;; 

-"6;;exaBaMo 
croroArlrursr4r.ly pofler+anporonpe3Burepa JoaaHa Majex^opsa,,poqexoi v nr[ri;iz. ee6ffi;1;;6. ro4une. Jept{oBeK TaKBe rl4qHocr'l' Kpo3 Bermq'lHy cBor xklBora r Hacnefi at 3aucraxrBu .qoBeK a u gaucrat:rffi:;pa3nora Aa ce pogN' 3a raxe"e nuqHocnr M14 y l-lpaaocnaanoj l-{pxera n""rro, Bevuaja

Je4aH oA ,"eroB,lx nq1nnxux caBpeMeHhKa n capaAHn=a, usygerHo xap.,gMar,.qH,nporonpe3Bilrep AnexcaHAap lllrr,ten,nau, 6nawu a"*rr--,i' nposecop Borocnoarje cserorBnagnvnpa - u, aKo cMeM Aa AoAaM, vrol gyxoenral-iqa'Joeana je opraruaHrHo onilcao eehcaMhM HacnoBoM ceoje xumre o rservry: *ue_o,n ,pr-iir- il<uerbet,,a. orar-l Arexcan4ap jeje4Hovr 3anrcao: ,,caaxil rbyAcr*4 .v.pii'0", o6;;d;;;; KonrKo je Ryr unh KparaK, ocraBrbaceoj Heras6pilcl,lB Tpar HaEyull tloBexa, xoju ox robr ar.ooo, y BeHHocr.,,cTora ce naoxe pehr4a je najrpajauju Rap xojr,r-jegaH npocBerHu pauHnKMoxe,qa noHyAr4 yqeHilKy _ Aap caMorace6e: cno6oAHo npilHeceH Kpo3 xr4Bor npe,qaBaba, MeHTopcrBo u nrcaHy pe,{. ynpaeo rajAap, Eap oAHoca r caMonpr4Hor.relba, orru _,obai M;j";;;+;e nec"orav;;H;;" cennaa xojucy qpnenh ug 60raror il3B.pa beroBor xilBora y xpncty. vre tor r3B.pa npoNcrexno je rH'>eroBo l'l3y3erHo 6oraro ucroputjcxo, narp,,cr4LrK o lr e,nnc,oflo.uKo cBerqoqaHcrBo ol'lpaaocnaeruy, 3aucra, npocBer[Te rb par exceyence. 'ru 
rfluvterto.uKo cBe.q

caecno ocehaiyhra concrBeHy orpaH['{eHocr Aa npeAcraBilM Mrcao roja 6ra 6una cpasuepHan[qHocr4 t4 Benveu*t' Oqa JoaaHa Majerigop6;, ,--onrr"ga oBo KparKo renaraue 6ygecxeaheHo Kao yBoA y ABa AaHa nocBeheHa tueroeon,t cehauy, y l-'lpaaocnaeuoj 6orocnoecxojcettunapn)u ceeror Bnapnuupa h Ha vH[eep3urery oopAarvr. pev. je o ceharuy Ha t4crwHcKt4peHecaHcHy fll4LlHocr t4, 6e3 npereprBa*a, iegnoi Ln *Jiii^rrl Ht'Jux npaBocraBHilx reonoraABaAeceror aera'YcYArah-v ce Aa roBopt4M v1 vB nvlqHoi- rcxycraa, xao je4aH oA beroBl4xyqeHilKa' [1op rueroauM pyKoBoAcrBoM, Kao Apyror quraolla, aajegHo ca ruojrna MeHropoM ApBecenrHou Kecmhev, Hanhcao caM MarrcrapcKyl'e3y tas 6orocnoerba no,q Hacyro ao*: BnaduxaHuxonai Benuuupoeuh: acnexii ii'rirrr-*ucuoiapcxux aKmueHocmu y,Arueputqu 1g21.eoduue (1982)' llpegaaarua oqa JoeaHa annu "i ilir]..,..""ro ilMnpecrBHa: ya1yprcnaa,

;3i:Hl?iJr1'#fij"#'^:#;y'' 'nu*,po, 
h,re,iileHo,. .*r*u, .;';fi;ilil ocehaiervr sa

Kao rctNncK,t HayqHhK, ca il3y3erHo gy6oxr,rn/l 3HaFbeM, oraq JoeaH je usnarao ca raKBoM:t:f."Ifll{ Aa ie cnyur:aflaq r4Mao yirt"* Kao Aa je nuvHo nosHaBao ucroprjcxe rilL{Hoc., oKoJl4Ma Je roBopl4o unu Aa je nprcycraoeao 4ora5 ajnwa xoje je onuc1Bao. ulecro je 4enoaanoKao Aa ie ynpaeo cuuao ca yxafexor cpeAFboBeKoBHor 6oiuwra, Beqepao ca ersanrujcxrnaL{apeM vnu Bo+no pa3roBop ca HeKilM oA BenhKl4x oraqa i1p*ru. l-beroe arrn-np"4uBar$a,l4cnyFbeH o[urpl4M 3anaxarbrM a u ]KtABonncHrM AerarbuMa, 
'noAcehao 

ue je xa napa rnBHVucropujcxn crhn Bil3aHrvHucre flona uynra;yca r:rbper,rva, nbm je flr,rrep J.rear y nuuy Thelndependenf onNcao xao ,,6prruarirnoi #, He il noBpruHor, HeyMopHo 3a6aaHor,,.
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flposecop MajenAops oAhrpao je r<ruyvny ynory y oHoMe ,.rro je nocraflo no3Haro KaoHeonarpilcrl4qKr noKpel rojr'r je oraq rebprNle onopor"*, 6opnaynricao *.J'ra"narpLlcr4lrKycilHTe3y. 3axearuyjyhu roMe, Borocnoeraja c'eero,. dnaAurrp, .ry..na je npecy4Ho Mecro y6yfieruy I ox,BrbaBaH,y npaBocnaBHor obrocnourur, ,#"rrr" Ha sanagy. 3a uHore oA Hac roje 6rano ilsy3erHo nnoAHo pasgo6rse, y xojerrr .ro ,o* Aa npoyqaBaMo npaBocflaBrbeapahaiyhra ce u3BOpl4M€.^- 
I-t_"*y,. yMerHocrvr u nwyprnjcKoM Xl4Bory r-lpxae. Ara4eMCra,yMerH'rqKa n nutypruicKa Bpara xoja cy gyro Orna iarropexa, caAa cy ce orBoprfla KaBefltaqaHCTBeHoM HoBoM nponehy.

oeaj npenopoA ocno6ograo je npaBocflaBHy Mficao oA oHora uro je onoposcxr HasBao
"sanaAHrM poncrBoM l/c-roqHor ynaa"' Bru:e HilcMo 6unn taoqn noilre4a nonyr oHor Egaap4al-r6ona, xojra ie y Aeny onada*e u ni puucxoe t4ipiiuii^ru*rujy nexoparuBHo onuchBaoKao "rpujyuo BapBapcrBa lt xpttttthaucrBa". Huaynp*- ,or", Brsanrraja HnKaAa uilenosHaBana MpaqHu aex, Beh je, rpos wctopujy, np"nrurn, rs jeAHOr 3.narHor go6a y Apyro.vnpaao raKaB ocno6afiajyni' ,i+exar ]4Mara cy Majengop$oaa ,qena Busaumujcr<oooeocnoene: ucmopuicii' moro"u 

-u 
doeuamcxe ;;;;;r. u B_usaumujcxo uacnefie yllpaeocnaeuoi qpxeu'lLeroeo 6oro.ro".no ,qenoBaFbe 6uno ie gyooxo yKopelbeHo y pycKo-napilcKoM t4HreneKTyaflHoM Hacflel'1y uytu1aiy npaaocnarror'ooro.ror"*irrarraryra caerorcep'aja y r-1apr,rsy. v ron,o *orre*.ry, ea'xapraiir,r;i*, 

"*nraron 
ornla _vraje je KopeHe nocraBuoHraxonaj Asanacjee - go.6u1a .ibr. 3peno u yrrqajxo r4spaxaBabe KoA MajeH4opsa,Qnopoecxor n uJueuana. xao ceeureHilK r npo6ecof, orrq JoeaH je jacno n y6egruraaoapru(ynucao ceerorajuHcKy nptapo,qy r-{pxae, ruro';e ilrporrro Br4Arbl4BO y seroeoj KrbrsuEparc: npaeoaaeHa nepcneKmuea.

,,Y llwyprujtA", ntiuJe Majengop$, ,r-lpKBa, Kao KoHKperuo ca6paue rbyun, npecraje Aa 6yaerbyAcKa opraHrsaqrja u nocraje ucrnt+cct l_{pxaa soixraia. cJ, xpr.roc npe4BoAr ca6parue roHo ce npeoopaxaea y l-beroao Teno. Ta4a ce pvr" ,ip"rplae rsvre4y racropraje il BeqHocr4.vnpaeo saro Hac qpyl yeu Aaje 6par ral,a onia ruaJ.JJbrrapyje y oKBr4py eaxaprcrrjcxeEoxascre I'lraryp.,rje." oa..p.rr'o.r4y rpilna n.*,rri;, ., ,rr" apenae.Kouavuo, Henaoryhe jeHe noMeHyru tpainu yruqaj oqa Joeana Ha caBpeJ\4eHo npaBocnaBHo pa3yMeBaFbe AyxoBHocrr.l-beroao oxhBrbaBaFbe yverua ca.ror iprropra.ib nananaJ, Cr.ro, cmueoHa Hoaor EorocnosanoHoBo je y cpe4raure npaBocflaBHe cBecru nocraBilro eroc llpeoopa*"rir-rn HerBapHecBerflocrl'l' Taj eroc je nocrao KJbyqaH sa pa3yMeBalbe ilKoHorpa$raje, LlpKBeHe apxnreKType il,lurpe' xpru:haHcxe aHTponoflornie u reononale renore - ororc urro je .Qocrojeacx n HacnyrnopeqilMa: ,,flenoTa he cnacrrN cBeT". 
v'rvrq urv Je I'{uvruJeEUl(

caopanr'r cMo ce, AaKne,4a 6ucruo Ha oaoj croroAk.ur-buqr4 oAann noqacr nporonpe3BurepyJoaaHy Majengop$y - Teonory HayqHr4Ky v-nacrhpy,vNiN je xuaor ocraBno ueus6pracua rpar yqpxeil il aKaAeMcKoM cBery. Fberoeo nacneqe *rui *po'. ,llro", 4"rr, Kpos beroBe yqeHhKe rKpo3 xt'lBore 6es6pojnr'rx rbyAl4 xojeje AoraKao. Hexa nac ceharse Ha Fbera h Aarbe no,qcrhqeAa rpaxilM. t/lcrt.Hy, Aa xuB,4MO ruy6aa u rqa BepHo cneArMo nyr Xprcroa.

E n rcxon Vlpuaej ([o6pr,rje arah )
I tpaBocnaBHa Oorocnoacxa cel\4ilHaprja Caeror Bnagun,tupa _
Joxxepc, Fbyjopr 6. Se6pyap zOZl.ioiiie



Memorial Tribute to Father John Meyendorff

The great Psalmist,.King David, poses a question of old before the Lord, which reverberatesthroughout the ages to our very oay: i'whrt'i" 
^u, inii yJit are mindfut or iiiz,,(ps. B:4).

The serbian Prince'Bishop and Poet ofl\Iontenegro, petar petrovich I Njegosh responds,and in turn immortalizes the same in his 1847 .pi. pi,.ri,,, Jore national drama, The MountainWreath:,,Enaro oHoM l(o Aoaujexa xlBl, tlruao ce paura n popntnt,, _ ,,B/essed is hewho lives forever, for he daa iaioi-to he born!,, rndeed, this give us cause andcomprehension for this solemn memorial celebration, ;;;;;g the centennial of the birth ofone, John Meyendorff, born in paris, Franceon February 11,1926. Forsuch a person,through the magnitude of his life anJ iegrcy, truly, lives fo?"u", and had reason to be born. Forsuch it is that we in orlhodoxy sing, ,. ri" olo tris very even-ing: Memory Eternar!

Following suit, the exceedingly charismatic Alexander schmemann, former dean andprofessor of st. Vradimir's se-niinary (my confess"i, iii ,rv Jare add) - whom Fr John, sobrilliantly eulogized, summarizing rlAiexrnder's life rnJ dgu.y, even by tige alone, ,,A Lifeworth Living" - once stated: "Every i'uman.encounter,rigardless of how long or brief,/eaves its indetibte mark on, p"r"6r'" 
" 

out, which tniy iZir with them inti eieinity.,,
Thereby' the most enduring gift an educator can offer a student is that of self, freely giventhrough their life, lectures, ir6ntorshipano.profounJ*riuffi. This unique gift of an indetiblesea/' that of interpersonal relations and seli-offering, is one-trrat Fr. John Meyendorff soreadily bestowed upon all from the rich font of his life-in orrisi. s-uch was the inspired insightof this erudite schotar that embraced thl vast.expanse oi nis protound historic, patristic andecclesiologicarwitness to orthodoxy. rndeed, ; fi;bi [arexcettencer
sensing my own inadequacy to present a reflection, that is far less than all-embracing on theperson and magnitude of John Meyendorff, kindly allow this brief, introductory presentation toserve as precisely that, an entr6e to these two days, which have been set aside at st.vladimir's orthodox Theological seminary and Fordham University in remembrance of atruly Renaissance individual and, as noted, one of the most influential orthodoxtheologians of the twentieth century. I dare present from personal knowledge garnered andremembrance of him as one of his students, under whose guiJrr." as a second reader,together with my mentor, Dr veselin Kesich, I wrote my Mlster of Divinity Thesis, BlsHopNlCHOLAI VELIMIROVICH: ASPECTS OF HIS 1921 TTAISSIOruENYACTIVITIES IN AMERICA(1 eB2).

Fr' John's classes were awe inspiring in.a most unique way, 
3g they-were quite exhilarating,replete with a vast array of intenie rn-owleag.e, pi:".,l",tirg iloth the broad spectrum andzeroing in at times on pertinent, telling det;|.'schol;; iH h" was, with exceedingtyprofound-knowledge and one would da-re say near first.hand experience of the historicpersons of whom he spoke, or events on whic"h tre lectuieo.t* n" presented with suchpiercing perception as though he had 

"o*, to know tne peison of whom he spoke, or wasphysically located at a particu-lar historic event, for. nu 
"""riry Lnd.with such ease, seemingtyreminisced as mere matter of fact, with fasclnating i;;rg;;.'6rt.n it had the guise of being asthough he had warked-away f_r.",r u. i"ging medieva-t oatlre, d-ining with a Byzantineemperor, or discussing a particurarioplc with a rucio criuict t"tt,"r.



i+

subsequently, I was much pleased to have discovered, reminiscent of Fr. John,s particularlecturing. style expressed in terms of sharp observation" ,ro vivid details, with a similarpersonal note of casually presented oepitr oilrnowieJgi'in ,l'," narrative nistoric writings ofByzantinist, John Juliul Lord Norwich, aptrv .rus.iio"ilv p.t", Levi in The lndependent as"brilliant but not super.ficial, unflaggingly entertiining ...,, '

Professor Meyendorff, played a critical role in what has come to be known as the Neo-patristicMovement, championed by Fr Georges Florovsty ffi fl'.l" ri"o.patristic synthesis. Gratefully,this has earned st' vladimir's semiiary a critical and cruciar rore in the awakening and revivalof orthodoxy, particularly in the west. ior many of us, it was indeed an exceedingly gratefulepoch in which to have studied orthodoxy lit6rally iegrining setf in everything fromteachings to ecclesiastical arts and lituigy notdthr;;Jing. ooor" and windows that hadbeen academically, artistically and liturgically srruttereJ'ri"r" no* open to a magnificentnew spring' For a new day had dawned in-a revlval *nl"r,-rlrrttered the shackles of whatFlorovsky termed, "the Western captivity of the Eu"i;;;M;nd,,, as it were, repartee duringmy tenure at St. Vladimir,s Seminary.

As Robert Browning notes in his introdu.ction to_rte Byzantine Empire,no longer were thelikes of Edward Gibbon in his book Dectine rig. ii117ilial,to dismiss, in the pejorative,the rich thousand'year his]ory of Byzantiu 
^, 

"u, ini tiiuiiph ot barbarisi anadnristianity,.However, unrike the west, gvrrniir;inir", ,r..rrnbed to the Dark Ages, rather morphing fromone Golden Era to another. such was the liberating enect oi tieyenooffi,s publicationsByzantine Theotoqy: Historicat rrends and Doitrinat rhemes a1d rhe Byzantine Legacyin the orthodox ii,rr:i whir; 
";'g;iii titr"., ,rct, ,s rr,e drrr odox church, did not shyaway from reviving the image of orthoddxy foilowinj in"iill Jf corrrnism and the newopportunities it presented to the witness oi tne ortnIoox crrurcner or irii"in Eriope to tneWest and before the world.

In.g'."ulpart, this pioneering work of protopresbyter John Meyendorff, was due to hisadmirable Russo'Parisian inheritance, wherein his ,noerriunoing of ecclesiology was anintegrat part of the neo-patristic revivat, a crear;"ilil;;;;f st. sergius orthodoxTheological lnstitute, come the oldest institution of orth"odox theology in western Europe(1925)' This pioneering,.ecctesiology, indeeo, eucharistic 
"cct"siology 

is considered byorthodox scholars tholikes or erisi6ile Papanikoraii in-iii uv"ticat as potiticat:
Democracy and Non'Radicat orthodoxyip. oo), to nave tiist emerged with NichotasAfanasiev' The influence of which was evioenc"g l, *ritirg; 

"i 
rririic*Jr"i.l'ii"i"r"oorthodox intellectuals, religious phitosophers and theologi;nilne Iikes of Florovsky,schmemann and Meqgnd.o{f imong bthers, constituting in great part the indisputableinheritance of St. Vladimir,s Seminar!.

As priest and professor, John Meyendorff, clearly articulated the integral nature of thesacramental life of the.church through the_now irifluential plrspective of eucharisticecclesiology, which imb-ues the entiiety of the orfiloJoi 
"l"iesiastical 

corpus, as isexemplified in his book, Marriage: An cirthodox perspi"iii]H"r", we are ,brl-to *itness, aswith.the_teachings of Atexander schmemann on riturgy and baptism, how Fr. Johnreintroduces the concept of liturgical marriag", "tn ti''e r-iiurgv, tne church, being concretelya gathering of people, ceases to be a human organization and Lecomes truly the ,church ofGod" Then christ Himself leads the ut."rbly, a-no tl,e ur."rurv is transform"o into'Hl, eooy.Then all partitions between concrete rristoricrir'rrrpp",iirg;Inf,eternity are broken. Now, the
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church teaches us that marriage is a sacrament inasmuch as it happens in the frameworkof the Eucharistic Divine Lituigy,,(Marriage, ,p. isi;i. irliy, ,n ongoing resson for today.

Finally, I would be entirely remiss if I did not delve into Fr. John,s ongoing and positiveinfluence on our contemporary orthodorrnu"r"i"ndl;; or spirituality. Through his revivatof the teachings and person.of st. Gtegory Patamas, t+il clntury Archbishop of rhessaloniki,which bears with it as prerude, the thejrogicar poeiic g"ni,;r'ot st. symeon the NewTheologian, imbued with the Light of christ, *r"'irn irrirines arr. with this, the ethos ofTransfiguration resumes its priper and just prr"" ur ir'," *ry essence of, among all else,iconography and architecture -ihe visibie traitma*s oiort-htoo*v. ln turn, this led to thenewest among orthodox academic disciplines, ft'e frreoiogy ano Ethics of Beauty,
9P9II"{9y Dostoyevsky in his famous, albeit enig;rti"qrJt"i',,Beauty wil save the wortd,,(1868, The tdiot, part 3, chapter 5), as'wLil as criristian enihroporogv.

ln conclusion, we have gathered at this centennial commemoration to honor and rememberProtopresbyter John lrleyendorff, a revered th;;i;gL;;';;;i"r, and priest whose profoundcontributions have left their indelible mark on ffr-e orttrouox Ghristian faith and academia.Born in 1926, he dedicated his life to the plrsuit oil<nowreoge and the deepening of faith,embodying the spirit of a true 
""*rni of'eoa.

A distinguished professor and dean of st. Vladimir's orthodox Theological seminary, Fr.John was instrumental in bridging the wealth of multifac"i"JLyr"rtine theology withcontemporary issues facing the church and.society. His scnorady works have-shaped ourunderstanding of orthodox thlology and its application in toouv,, complex world.

He was not just a theotogian; he was also a pastor, known for his warmth, wisdom, andunwavering commitment to the spiritual caie of rris community. His .niiity io cimmunicatecomplex theological ideas with clarity and compa"sion wirr continue to inspire coungessscholars, students and laypersons aiik". ne oeiieveo; ih; power of diatogue and workedtirelessly to foster relationiirips that enriched orthodoi Ctrristian witness in a diversesociety, evidenced now at ooitr st. vtadimir's orthodox rneologicat seminary and theorthodox christian studies center at Fordham univeisity--

As we remember Fr' John Meyendorff, we celebrate a tife devoted to christ, education, andthe.Ghu.rch.' His legacy lives-bn through his writings, r,i" =irJ"nts, and the counfless tiveshe touched and willtg{t1' May his mi"mory contiiue to inspire us to seek truth, pursue love,and follow the path of Christ,

Bishop lrinej Dobrijevic
St. Vladimir Orthodox Theological Seminary
Yonkers, NY
February 6,2026
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